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Just This" and Nothing More.
"At last!" must hnvo been in the

mlntl if not on the Hps of every ex-

pectant hearer when President Wil-
son, nt the Sorbonno on Saturday,
pronounced the following words aathe
opening phrase of a new paragraph In
Sils eloquent address accepting the de-

gree worthily conferred upon him by
the University of Paris:

"My conception of a League of Na-

tions is Just this "

There Is nothing more ardently de-

sired at this time by the Government
and the people of the United States,,
and by the Governments nnd peoples
of other nations associated with us
In the business of concluding peace,
than an exact dellnltlon of President
Wilson's conception of a League of
Nations. , He line told us over nnd
over ngaln what he hopes that league
will do for the future peace, of the
world. He has made it the chief
factor In the business of concluding
peace. He has established It as the
pivot, the kingpin, of his Fourteen
Points. But he has never told the
Congress, or told the Senate, his part-
ner In tho making of treaties, or told
the Senate's Committee on Foreign
Relations, or told tho American peo-

ple In whoso name he Is continually
speaking to Kurope, or, so fnr as Is
known, told any living creature here
or abroad Just what that conception
Is. For all practical purposes of di-

plomacy nnd policy hid League of Na-

tions has remained' until now an Iri-

descent dream rnthcrtthrtn a concrete
product of statesmanship. '

Therefore It must hnvo seemed that
tho tlmo for definite exposition hnd
come at last when President Wilson
began a new paragraph by saying :

"My conception of a League of Na-

tions la Just this "

The long dash printed above is part
of the official report of the President's
speech. It separated the promise
from tho fulfilment. It Introduced or
purported to introduce the delayed
and much desired explanation of Just
what his conception of n League of
Nations Is. And after the long dash
enmo this dash of cold water on the
expectations legitimately aroused by
tho preamblo of promise :

"Just this that- - It shall operate as the
organized moral force of men through
out tho world, and that whenever or
wherever wrong and aggression are
clannod or contemplated, this searching
)lsh.t oX conscience will be turned upon
thorn and men everywhere will ask:
"What aro the purposes that you hold ui
your heart against the fortunes of the
world?' "

Thus the promlso of exact defini
tion of that which President Wilson
Is proposing In tho namo of the Gov
ernment nnd people of the United
States was dissipated again nt the
Sorbonne, as always before, Into the
nebulous vapor of vnguo and some
what sentimental generalities. In
Atead of telling tho peoples Ju-a- t what
hli conception of n League of Nn
tlons Is, he gave them nothing more
Than on Apocalyptic vision of what ho
hoped hts unrevealcd conception was
to do for tho world.

Do wo go too far when we say, with
dtjc respect for tho Presidential ofllcp,
that this is unsatisfying?

Better Broadway.
Tho decision of tho Broadway As

eodatlon to cure tho Ills of our big'
geet street is welcome to every ono
who has known Its former attractive-
ness nnd watched with dismay the de-
terioration of somo of Its most Im-

portant sections. It helps little lo
Bay that Broadway has gone to pieces
only In spots. A chain with a few
rotten links 1s nit much of a chain
until thoso links nro replaced. Tho
fact that Broadway below Union
Squaro Is allvo and humming, that
the Greeley and Herald squares sec-

tions boom with business nnd that
the Boulevard blocks nro a pleasant
uvenuo does not hldo tho fnct that
there nro part of Broadway which
no New Yorker points out with prldo
to the visitor.

Broadway has suffered even from
presumed benefits. The verv sub- -

ways Hint ought to bring bank some
ot tho lo- -t vitality lo stretches like
thoso of tho Twenties hrvo been Iho
caui.oot making tho street dirty
tuimetlincs almost Impassable, for
m ire. Small wonder that the shun.

ping public tQOk naturally to Fifth
nnd Mndlson avenues, particularly
nftcr the Fifth avenue business men
had won their battle against the Invu-Hlo- n

of the factories nnd after the
zoning system had put the growth of
Manhnttan on n business basis. It is
tho lesson of Fifth nvenuo that the
men of Broadway must heed. If they
want a clean new Broadway they
will have to light for It.

It will help, of course, lo obtain an
adequate lighting system nnd the
paving of the blocks that havo been
torn nnd rctorn by successive con-
tractors. It mny be that better sur-
face car service Is possible. What I

even mqre Important to tho plan of
regeneration Is the enlistment of the
sympathies of the property owners
all along Broadway. Too ninny of
them are llko the Fifth avenue own-
ers who, until the Savo New York
movement was begun, saw no further
ahead than the rent check, not
realizing that they were encouraging
business of a character which was.
not suited to the district nnd which
would In time cause fatal deteriora-
tion of values.

Broadway was once the 'show win-

dow of America, or nt least an Im-

port part of the retail map Hint In-

cluded Twenty-thir- d street and Sixth
avenue. H lost Its hnnd.ome face in
that region through the evils that
later threatened Flfthnvcnuo. The
avenue, now secure ngalnst being
spoiled, put on the glories of the
shopping district. But thcro is glory
enough to go around; Hint Is proved
by the Madison avenue movement.
Broadway below Forty-secon- d street
can he Itself again, its itituro ue- -

pends to some extent uion tho nld of
Stnte and city oftlelnls, but most of
all upon the spirit of the men to whose
Interests the renaissance of the great
street Is of vital Importance.

America's Good Finish In the Air.
The report made by MaJor-Genern- l

Iljsaonn on the work of the American
Air Service shows that our aid to tne
Allies Increased with a rush In the
last four months of the war. Yankee
fliers were early in tne game, out
Yankee plane were n bit late. It
was not until last spring, about the
time the great German offensive be-

gan, that an American lller In the
American service scored a kill, al-

though a dozen heroic young Ameri
cans had distinguished themselves
long before that In the Ltfayette Es- -

cadrllle nnd other units of the French
aviation service.

Betweeu that first kill iu March nnd
the first of July, according to the
figures presented by Laurence L.
Driggs In his "Heroes of Aviation,"
the total number of American victo-

ries was 107, nnd this total Included
the triumphs of Lvkbehy, Thaw, Put-
nam, Baylies and others who had
flown under the tricolor. Now we
learn from the Harbord report that
the official American score up to Ar
mistice Day was S45 enemy planes
and 82 balloon's "brought down": and
it must be assumed that these were
nil victories achloved In the American
service, ami sjnee leoruary. Mnjor-Gener-

ll.uinor.ti announces that the
destruction or capture of 401 of the
845 planes has been confirmed.

It Is difficult to coniparo fairly the
American record with tho aviation
scores of other nntioas. Mr. Damns
tells us that the total victories of Dip

French aces up to the middle of the
summer were 847; of the British,
1,029. Beside theso the record ot the
American Expeditionary Force's air
service looks formidable nnd probably
it will remain respectable even after
the Allies announce their complete
figures for tho whole period of the
war, Including the exploits of the
fliers who were not aces.

Our air army was made up of 57,- -

508 men, Including tho 33,000 In tlu
bervlce of supply. Of theso mora
than 0,000 men had been graduated us
pilots and 1,100 of these were pursuit
pilots the men who climb tho skies
and skip from cloud to cloud. For
pursuit, observation and bombing the
nir service had nlwut 7,000 planes,
The Hariwrd report does not specify
the origin of these, using the phrase
"received from all sources." We Rhnll

hoar later about tho exnlolts of liar
tlculnr machines; for tho present it 11

n satisfaction to know that our fliers
made n glorious Garrison finish.,

Serbia and Jugo-81at!- a.

The composition of the Jugo-Sla- v

Cabinet Is undoubtedly nn indication
that tho founders nnd organizers of
the new nation aim nt a South Slav
confederation nnd not at an extcn
son of tho realm of Serbia over the
Slavic territory of tho former Aus- -

monarchy. The Cnbl
net, lu tho first place, Is made up of
representatives of the Serbs, Croats
and Slovenes; and in tho second
place, M. Pa6iiitcii, Mho favored tho
formation of nn enlarged Serbian
kingdom, retires from the Premiership,
nnd M. PaoTicir'nnd Dr. Tbumbitcit,
who opposed Preralor Pashitch's
plnn, becomo membors of the Cabinet.

This arrangement is apparently
satisfactory to Serbln, which has

It most likely In tho belief that
tho plans of tho Jugo-Sla- v State will
moro readily meet tho approval of the
Paris conference. A confederation of
Slav States without giving any ono of
them a great preponderance of power
in tho Balkans is practical. Besides
this, tho extension of tho rule of the
Serbs over the Croats and the Slo-

venes would havo n tendency to keep
allvo tho strlfo thnt Is centuries old
between tho two branches of tho Serb
people. Tho Croats have, moreover,
considered Agram, their capital, us
strong a centre of Serb Influenco ns
Belgrade, nnd hnvo er tho dom-
ination of the Serbian kingdom.

Tho rotlremcnt of Premier PABimen
would bo a sevaro blow to the South-
ern Slay Interests if Jt meant bjs

withdrawal from oil participation
In the upbuilding of the new nation.
His long service as Serbian Premier
has given lilm nn acquaintance with
Balkan and southern European poli-
ties that Is especially needed nt the
present time. He called tho Corfu
conferenco, where the scheme of a
South Slav union was" formulated,
and he has worked continuously for
Its advancement. Ho will remain, It
Is stated, as one of the advisers of
Jugo-Slavi- nnd In that there Is an
assurance of the same conservatism
that he has always shown In Serbian
affairs.

One of the distinctive gains through
tho formntlon of tho new Cabinet Is
the possibility of a thoroughly na-
tional representative body nt the
Paris conference. Somo of the Minis-
ters wero participant In the Home
nnd London conferences, where the
question of territorial rights between
the Italians and Jugo-Slav- s was defi-
nitely decided. The conlllctlng claims
at that time were not considered Ir
reconcilable, and It Is now believed,- -

despite the apparent clash of Inter-
ests, that they may be settled upon
the terms of tho original London
compact. 0

Turkey In Bankruptcy.
Turkey hnd a public debt of 151,-050.0-

Turkish --pounds worth fl.40
each In normal times In April, 1014,
according to the figures complied for
the Statesman's Year Book. Of this
France held 02 per cent, and Ger-
many 21) per cent. Since the begin-
ning of the war Turkey has received
ndvnncos amounting to T70,000,000
from Germany, repayable not moro
than eleven years nfter the closo of
the war. Now Berlin reports that
Turkey contemplates "national bank-
ruptcy" to free Itself from its finan-
cial burden.

It Is conceivable that the debt held
by Turkey's own subjects mlght be
repudiated, anil Germany Is In no
position to enforce repnyment of the
money owing to her nnd her people.
But Franco will not acquiesce In the
repudiation of the debt owed to her
nnd her people. The repayment of
this will be Insisted upon, nnd France
is now in n position lo enforce hen
demands. The honest payment of the
debts owed to the Allies and their

by tho couquered Quad-
ruple Alliance will be n subject for
consideration nt the Peace. Confer
ence.

Turkey's finances have always been
fearfully and wonderfully mannged,
nnd In 1881 an arrangement with her
creditors was made under the terms
of which n Council of Administration
nt Constantinople received nnd dis-

tributed to the bondholders tho funds
derived from excise duties, from the
Bulgarian, Eastern Rumellnn nnd Cy-

prus tribute, nnd from the tax on
Perslnn tobacco. The net revenue
available in 1013-1- 4 for the debt scr-vlc- o

wni T5,3S2,472,. compared with
TI,530,005 In 1012-1- Until 1008

the empire hnd no budget. Annually
since then a budget and finance law
hnvo been voted, but theso have been
supplemented by extraordinary budg-

ets for special purposes, adjustments
in tho financial year, and other finan-
cial device.

In 1915-1- 0 Turkey had a deficit ot
T0,C01.r30; for 1010-1- 7 the deficit

was T30,077,53C, nnd for 1017-1- 8

T27,430,390. Obviously, there will
bo difficulties to overcome in obtain-
ing payment from tho dismembered
empire, but the lolutlon of such prob-
lems ns Its financial obligations be-

yond Its own borders Is a task for
Ihe Pence Conference.

GoTernor Smith at City Hall.
Governor-elec- t Smith told the Al-

dermen In bidding gootlby to them ns
their presiding officer that he would
go to City Hall to transact official
business whenever occasion requires
during his term at Alhany, and ho
added that he believed "It was upon
the theory that 'the Governor of tho
State should sit In the City Hall thnt
a room was set apart for him."

Wo think Governor. Smith is right,
and that the Governor's Boom In City
Hall Is not so named merely out of
courtesy to the chief executive of the
Stnte, but because iho State Itself
provided that beautiful apartment for
the Governor's use when he visited
this town. Our impression Is thnt the
State actually contributed to tho cost
of building the City Hall, nnd that
thcro Is In existence a statute or a
contract or an agreement under Iho
terms of which this portion of the
City Hall is tho property of the State
of New York,

If this le the case, Governor Sstrrn
on his visits to the Governor's Boom
will enter It, not as a welcome guest
of Now York city, though ho will al-

ways bo that, hut as the representa-
tive and accredited agent of tho pro-

prietors, tho Pcoplo of the Stnto of
New York.

When Mr. Smith drops from his
title tho suffix "elect" and enters tho
Executlvo Chnmber In tho Capitol at
Albany ho will havo at his disposal
a large and well equipped historical
library, and wo urge him to look lhls
matter up and let us know If our
Impression about the Governor's
Room Inthc City Hall Is correct.

The human race has not yet attained
tbn Irlnnl Hfntn vhnrn n rrhHutmnn T.v
can pnfls without earns one realizing
ui uio lust moment wiui a gut una ocen
forgotten. .

If all tho eoclts that Sister Susie
knitted in tho last four years wero
hung up Santa Claus would
havo to send for help.

This Is tho night of the freedom of
tho ciutnnoys.

If Captain Robert A. BAnTLKrr goes
to tho north polo in an airship, and
Vilii jALitua 6TErANssoN makes the trip
(6 the aamo destination in a ubmar--
ine, tut they now purpose to do, wo
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hone they will take along a judicial
board to deddo their claims to priority
of arrival at the pole. In oomparlsoiy
with, a controvcrny between a man In
tho clouds and a man under tho sur-
face uf the water, the Peary-Coo- k dis-
pute would fa do Into Insignificance

Naval officers will explain to their
children that Santa cannot be seen be
cause of low visibility.

Reports from Russia Indicate that
the socialization of Industry has been
a falluro magnificent beyond tho
dreams of Imbecility.

In other words, according to' Secre-
tary .of State Lansino, if we can't get
a chanco to (Ink German warships in
fair fUTht, we shall not sink them when
they can't shoot back.

The men who lamented tho pass-
ing ot the old fashioned Christmas and
then got a touch of Arctic temperature
in 1918 are openly rejoicing at tho
moderate weather wo are now having.

IDLE LAND IK NEW YORK.

There Are Many UnprodncllTc Acres
Within Easy Bench of tbe City.

Tothk EoiToaorTiiK Sun Sir: With
regard to your editorial ortlclo "Is Not
This Evil Curable?" you might be sur-
prised to know how much Idle farming
land there Is within fifty miles of New
York.

Spending much of my spare time In
the pursuit of brook trout and- - being
limited to near by waters, I havo fre-
quently been amazed In my wanderings
at the disregard of the Government's
request to cultivate the soil.

Thave In mind particularly one stream
In Orange county of which 1 have fre-
quently written for Tn SjUN's Hod and
Gun Department and for the outdoor
magazines. Not wishing to Invite pro-

miscuous anglers, I hao Invariably re-

ferred to It as the valley of abandoned
farms.

Hern are thousands of acres of once
fertile land, acquired gradually during!
the last twenty years by a woman of
wealth, for what purpose no one knon.
She ha? purchased all the land through
which the stream runs, and where onco
wero prosperous farms Is now but a
wasto of brush grown pasturage nnd
upland hlllptdea Interspersed with neg-

lected app! orchards, crumbling foun-

dations of collapsed farmhouses, even
family burying grounds.

All this land could be restored to
agricultural uses. I may say that In
this Instance thero Is no suspicion of
profiteering In land values, nor have
the water rights nny value. It Is a
case of Idle hoarding puro end simple.

Silent Sam.,
New York, necember 23.

AFTER PARIS, WHAT?

.May We Not Hope for n I.eagoe ol
tbo Stellar System?

To thb iron-o- or Tub Su.v .Sir.-- Just
as flying men "take the air," ha Mr.
Charles Nevers Holmes and others of
your arc taking the ether
these days (or nights) for ecstatic up-

ward flights to infinity, and many of
us, desperately enamored, try to deal
celestial rides by hooking on behind.

It us enjoy these excursions while
we may, for by nnd by, when the affairs
of "our exceedingly tiny planet home''
havo Iwen put in order at peace confer-
ences and enough Texas statesmen are
at liberty for the purpose, the test of
the universe may be taken up. As the
George Washington is not provided
with wings, a comet with a long and
.radiant tall might bo commandeered
and fitted up with archives.' typewrit-
ers. &c. everything except Republ-
icans), and off into space take its way
with a tremendous swish. The Inter-
stellar wireless systems would naturally
be taken over. Then every night Mr.
Creel would emblazon the heavens with
bulletins reaching from Aldebaran to
the Southern Cross, telling us here
below as much as we ought to know
about what was going on up there and
throwing in our eyes, we should hope,
no more cosmic dust than was neces-
sary for our on good.

Thenceforth the-- e would be no mys
teries in space for Mr. Holmes to worry
about; such things ns he "rhjthinlc
wniri or myrinu universes ana vi
brant harmonies" would be reduced to
.tatletics which nil of us could under
stand. But It would be well to get a
passport beforo embarking on any more
nightly pilgrimages. H. A. It.

Nbw Yokk, December 13.

Burlesonlsm.
rro M LauiivWt Courier-Journt- l.

Not Infrequently we hear from croak
ers that we have in this country a
menace of Bolshevism. Hut the real
menaco which wo are facing now Is not
Bolshevism but Uurlesonlsm.

rty Durlcsonlsm Is meant the pater
nalism, socialism, PrussianUm of Gov
ernment ownership nnd operation of
various lines ot business now finding
many Advocates among us. Iiurlcson- -
Ism Is a good Bynonym for It because
Mr. rturleson Is the member of the
present Washington Government wha
has been most persistent In urging It.

Barings blamp Siilea In the llunard's liar
Ijiiarelto.

Tram the Martha's Vineyard Herald,
A very remarkable ahouing In the a

of War Savings Htamps Is made in
the report from the Pcnlkrsa laland pott
offloa, the leper colony. There are
patients on the Inland and In addition

vanteen people who patronize the post
office. The exact flguroa thow that op o
the middle of November tlioe twenty-nin- e

patriots had purchased ll.'O'.'.TO worth of
tampa. which Is et a rating of nearly f03

per ca.plta. This la over three times as
much as the Government lias asked for
the per capita of tho country and speaka
Volumes for tho loyalty and ocumen ot the
inhabitants of Tentkese,

Miss Tarkor, the postmaster, Is to ha
congratulated on the Interest she takes in
this governmental movement, nnd before
the end of the year the figures promise to
be considerably Increased,

An Arkansas Prescription.
BacI: Jlott corretpoiulence Il'ofnuf Kidst

Ulade.
Gad Ancle has complained for several

days of cold feet. Socks have been recom
njended.

The Christmas MaU.
On Christmas Eve no mora we dream

Of little clicking hoofs.
And tlns-a-Hn- g of tiny belli

Across the snowy roofs.
On Christmas morn no more we wak

And listen with thrill
To merry muslo at Uio door,

Tho postman's whistle shrill.

I)ut when the chimes begin to rlnr
Wa seek a vantage high,

And turn a bright and eager glance
Toward the wintry aky

A roar and racket In the air.
And mlgbty wings that flail

The cloudi asunder la their bast
Announce the Chrlatmn mall,

MlKTU IlTIKO.

THE FREEDOM OF THE SEAS.

Farther Remarks on a Vagno rhrase,
Wllh Illustrations From History.
To tub Bditob or The bun Sir: la

not Mr. pharles E, nushmoro "straining
at a gnat to swallow n camel" when
he suggests that "Great Britain and her
colonics" might "form a trade league
that would, through cffcctlvo discrim-
inating tariffs, imposts and shipping reg-

ulations, rendjr competition on our part
practically Impossible"?

Thero Is llttla doubt that the United
States fosters her' trade with her extra-
territorial possessions: that the prod-

ucts of tha Philippine Inlands and Ha
waii, for Instance, arc Imported Into the
United States on a different basis than
llko products from Australasia, Malay-
sia, the Japanese archipelago or the
Dutch t Indies. H thin be tbe case,
then the extraterritorial possessions of
the United States, If they pay any tariff
at nil, pay a preferential tariff, which
Is Just and. their due, and the other
countries jay such tariffs ns are regu-
lated by International treaty, audi, per-

haps, as may bo guaranteed to them
under a most favored nation clause.
Therefore, what objection could the
United Slates, or for that matter any
other nation, offer to the exercise of th
same privilege by Great llritaln In reg-

ulating her trade relations?
Now wo learn that "the American dele-

gates to tho Peace Conferenco have re-

solved to advocate the sinking of the
surrendered enemy warships and to re-

sist any proposition to distribute them
on tho basis of navnl losses " Why? Is
this to repay Great Britain for having
maintained tho freedom of the seas by
holding them In bay for three nnd a half

cars? Ts It to compcnmtc her for the
loss of life sho has' suffered nnd the
enormoun expenditure that she Incurred
working for humanity? Her vigilance
kept the greater part of the enemy ships
within port, and she la unquestionably
entitled to a lion's share of the spoil.

Suppose our delegates press their re-

solve, how nro they going to answer
Great Britain if she should say, "We
will agree to your suggestion provided
that von also agree to sink all the en

emy vessels that you have interned and
have taken over"? Both theso war ves-

sels nnd these merchant ships arc worth
iomethlng, and their value should be

taken Into account In thi final adjust
ment of the heavy Indemnity that the
enemy must pay. What Is right for
Peter Us equally right for Paul, and it is
a poor rule tbat does not work both
ways alwayu assuming mat me pum
concerned have entered the council of

nations with clean hands
s for the freedom ot the eas. tt may

not be out of place to tecall the fact
that while the piratical Teuton was sink-

ing the shipping of the world without
regard to tho rights of neutrals or an
slice, while he was uui.lcring in com

blood Innocent women and children, ne- -

fenceless seamen and wounded men.
his superiors, fully reallilng that they
were violating the laws of nations as
well as the laws of God, fought to divert
the public mind from their dastardly
deeds by clamoring for tho freedom of

the seas that very freedom which they
themselves have repeatedly lolated. The
Hun has put the brand of Cain on his
own brow, and the time has come for
one and all of us to e.' that he wears
It wears It, not for a d, a month or a
year, but for ho long as it shall take him
to repay, eye for eye, tooth for tooth,
for all the lives that he has taken, all
the harm that he has Inflicted on hu-

manity, and for all th- - destruction he
hns wrought over the fn.-- e of the earth,
as well ss for that which lies hidden
beneath the surface of the waters.

In regard to freedom of tho pens In
war, Mr. Ilushmore no eiouM recalls how
the United States treated the attempt
made to define this by the Declaration
of Paris In April, 1SD6. This declaration
sought to modify the rules f maritime
law applicable in a state of war (1) by
abolishing privateering; (2) by assert-
ing that the flag of n neutral ship covers
un enemy's goods unless contraband of
war; (3) by declaring neutral goods
except contraband of war free, and (4)
by Insisting that a block-i- to bo bind-

ing musa be effectively enforced. In
these days of "strict mcoumablllty" it
should not be forgotten that It Is In the
light of tho exploits of the Deutsch-lan- d

that the last of the above clauses
Is of utmost importance, for on these
enplolts the modern Pariah, If admitted
to the Peace Conference -- which God for-

bid will claim that his ports were not
effectively blockaded. The United States
refused to agreo to the first of tho above
clauses the abolishment of privateering

only to suffer severely later from the
depredations of the Alab.uun, the Florida
and the Shenandoah. British built ships
armed and manned by the Confederate
States.

When the civil war broke out the
Federal Government with commendable
determination set out to establish the
freedom of the seas, and did no by cap-

turing no fewer than 1.H9 neutral trad-
ing vessels, of which 355 were destroyed,
and caused a total loss to British owners
of at least $50,000,00(1. Has Mr. Hush-mor- e

forgotten how freedom of the seas
wan maintained In the famous Trent
affair, and what hnppened to Miikiii and
Slldell? It will do us no harm to re-

member that there are others also whose
fleet has not always been "benevolently
exercised."

But "autrea temps, atitres moeurs,"
and the world has moved since 1861-0-

so that now .the effectiveness of a Mock-ad- e

must In each case be a queatlon of
fact as stated in the decision of the
Supreme Court lit the Ohndo Rodriguez
case, 174 V. 8., p. 150 "to be deter-
mined by evidence and with regard to
all the circumstances." To-da- y, as in
1$61, tho place of landing may be many
miles distant from the ultinmto destina
tion of the goods, nnd tho ostensible
destination of a neutral port la no guar-
antee that the ultimate destination of a
cargo Is not the country of a belligerent.
This condition wan felt during tho civil
war, and received tho attention of the
Supreme Court of States In
the often quoted case of the Springbok,

She was a British ship on a voyage
from London to Nassau, and was seized
by a United Stntei cruiser and etent In
for adjudication on the ground that she
was carrying contraband with the in-

tention of brcnktng the blockade and
allowing tho cargo to be transhipped at
Nassau and sent thence into the
Southern States. In this caso the Su
preme Court held that tho evidence
showed the cargo was not Intended for
Nassau, but was Intended to be trans-
shipped there and thence carried on to
rebel ports In violation of the blockade.
Therefore the voyage was, both In law
and according to the Intentions of tho
parties, but one voyage from London to
tho blockaded ports and tho cargo was
liable to seizure during any part of that
voyage (G Wall, p, 1),

Incidentally, let us not forget that it
was the American delegates to The
Hague conference of 1907. who presented
the following amendment to one of the
clauses thai regulated maritime war- -

fare l 'The toroperty efr all citizen or

subjects of the signatory Powers, with
the exception of contraband of war,
hall bo exempt from capture and

seizure on the pea by tho armed vessels
or by tho military forces of any of the
signatory Powers."

The wisdom of the course adopted by
those who rejected this amendment has
been fully Justified by subsequent events
during tho war, as when the list of
contraband goods was extended to cover
almost everything that gave comfort as
well bb aid to the enemy. And mightily
did neutral shippers clamor that their
trndo- - waa being ruined because they
wero no longer able to transfer to the
Central Powers materials for which they

tho neutrals had had practically little
use prior to tho vlolntlon of the terri-
tories of Belgium nnd Luxemburg by the
forces of tho modern AttHa,

Frank H. Vixbtelt.t.
Niw Tor.K, December 23.

LIFE JiFTER DEATH.

The Authority of n Surgeon "WIlneM

Assallod.

To the KoiTon op The Sun Sir.- - Not
everybody will regard with such nlg--

nlficance an Thb Sun the announce
ment of a distinguished physician that
he believes as firmly In his future ex-

istence as ho doe In his present ex

istence. Nor will many agree with
Thr Sun In Its opinion that he life
work of n surgeon or physician 'fa-

miliar with llfo and death and the
transition from life to death" better
fits ho surgeon than the layman In
discussing tho subject of the Immor-
tality of the soul.

By what process of reasoning this
particular surgeon has thus satisfied
himself we are not told, Is this an-

other Instance of a man's belief In Im-

mortality before he had proved It to
his satisfaction, ns recorded by a fa-

mous "Unitarian, who confessed thst
he should still hold fast to his native
faith In the face of all tho arguments
being demolished by somo doubter? Per-

haps the surgeon referred to by Thf
Sun has by some newly discovered
means, electric, telepathic, microscopic,
or otherwise, succeeded In grasping the
heretofore elusive and Invisible link for
ages sought by many doubters.

Many will nsk whence the superior
endowment of a surgeon lt discussing
the question of Immortality. Huxley,
as competent o speak as some sur-
geons, confessed his Inability to answer
the question of a future life either way.
Some Investigators say that all physlcaJi
science rests on assumption John
Flske. n, believe- - In Immortality, de-

clared the last place In the world to
which he would go for Information
about a state of things In which
thought nnd feeling can exist In the
absence of ttie cerebrum would be the
cerebral ph Biology. Oliver Wendell
Holmes, something of a surgeon and
medical man, asked the question, What
happens when a man's brain is spolltd
and he Is killed by a blow on the skull"
thus Intimating doubt on the question.
It Is possible that the unqualifiedly con-

vinced surgeon Just Introduced agrees
wlthj Oliver Lodge that smashing an
organ Is not equivalent to killing the
organization

It Is something new tb suppose that
a surgeon with years of observation at
the bedside of the dying is thereby the
more qualified to determine what lies
beyond the xital spark than one or
more laymen under like or unlike condi-
tions, whatever tliclr conclusions, in
the words of another; "If we want to
understand something about the subject
of death it Is best to leave the scien-
tists nnd philosophers and the knowl-
edge of men alone, for they hae little
to tell us that Is new and little that Is

wle. Whatever men may pretend,
death Is ns easily understood by the
foolish ns the wise, nnd no one pair of
oyos can pierce the darkness better than
another" Isaac Mahkens.

New York, December 13.

HOW TO HANG THE FLAG.

Conlllctlng Opinions In a 'ew Jersey
hnrch.

To the EoiTOn or The Sun Sir.- - The.
correspondence In your columns about
tho use of the Stars and Stripes for
decorative purpo.es has Interested me.
but has not et touched on a point In
dispute here

A contends that the flag, hung on a
horizontal line over the pulpit, should be
on the right hand side of the church.
B says It Mpould be atthe right of the
speaker, the service tllg, in this In-

stance, occupying tbo opposite end of
the line.

Who Is correct? C.
Mkn'piiam, N. J , December 21.

TRADE BRIEFS.
Th axsrejate value of declared exports

from Malaica, .Spain, to the I'nlted States
during the first nine months of JP1S
reached ti total of 1867,070, against

for the corresponding period of
1317.

Th national debt of Sullen has
from 1.031, 110.000 rrons In 1915

to l.Hn.4;i0.noo rrowns nt tho end of 3P17
(:!:. r.oi.eso to fS32.45i.350).

The present demand for condensed ml k
in Japan, sra tha Far f.'u.r Comrnercii'
Fuppiement, amount, to some 3,000,000
yen (II.ID.I.OOO) a ye-n- In value. Before
the w.ir the lirgr portion of It was sup-
plied by the United Stales and Switzer-
land.

The American Consul nt Sarnta, Onta-
rio, reports that According to atatrmen"
from Ottawa, Canada, It Is propoMd t

ramove the prohibition against tha Impor-
tation of nuts and vegetables In the near
future,

Accordlnr to a report of the JfeWiM rf'l
Comerrio, Paraguay, tho firm of Taniuist
y Cnmpanla of Buenos Ayrcs Is about to
establish In Asuncion a factory for mak
ing twine and bagging from one of the
fibrous plants grown In the country.

Accordlnr to the Canadian Grocer pint
and half gallon paint rani will ngaia b
put on the market. The proposal of tha
manufacturers to dlscnntlnus th pints
and I'l l gallons did not meet with the
appro of a great many retailers. fe
cral uf thn manufacturer! also vera
against lue Idea.

Tin estimated total production of po-

tatoes In the Dominion of Canada, for 31'18
Is put nt bushels, as compared
with 79,hl)2.000 for last year. Hoots lo
proved n record crop, with turnips leadW
at 120,767,900 bushels.

The bulk nt tbe animal tallow exported
from China. Is beef tallow, obtolnel from
North Cflna. The exports tor 1017 were
valued nl about 13,000,000.

An American consular officer in South
Africa has transmitted the name of a
person In his dtstrlct who desires to sell
quantities of corundum, He can supply
about 100 tons a month. Tha name nf tho
ahlpper can be obtained from the Bureau
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce or Its
district or cooperative offices by referring
to File No. 100819.

Lads Fabrlker Is the name of n new
corporation capitalized at Sl.'O.OOO brine
formed In Trondhjcm, Xornay, for lie.

manufacture of oils and soaps

8 Many Are Only Boiled l'lalr.
from ts A'eio York Herald.

Lost or Stolen A seven carat geni e,
jnan'a diamond.ring.

HARBOR'S NOISES

ENDANGER TROOPS

Transport Mongolia Barely

Escapes Running Into
Governors Island. '

SOUND PItdWNS SIGNALS
-

.Mayor Hylan's Committee Car-

ries Zcal'to Danger Point,
' Navy Men Sny.

Tho TJnllea States transport Mon-

golia, arriving Inst Sunday morning-- .

Just missed driving upon Governors
Irlttnd because the police yacht Patrol
kept slrcnlng- - so loudly nnd Insistently
that the navigators could not hear the
bell buoys qX the channol.

This near disaster alone has prompted
the navy commander at Hobokcn,
Vice-Admir- al Albert Cleaves; the force
transport officer, Capt. Casey B. Mor-

gan, and the port captain, Capt. God-

frey Carden, to appeal to Washington
to put a stop to tho unnecessary hulla-
baloo of slrenlng and whlstllns with
which nil Incoming transports hove
been gieeted.

At tho request of VIce-Adnllr- al

Cleaves The Hun can state that the
navy officers hero and the commanders
of the Incoming ships are gravely con-
cerned over tho risk and peril that are
caused almost every day by the Patrol
and other small boats that go down
the bay to meet Incoming transports.
The risk and peril consist In this: thnt
the police yacht and accompanying
boats make so much noise that navi-
gating officers cannot hear when It Is
necessary to hear and thp flreboats
throw up such a ecreen and mist of
water in front of the ships that otten
they cannot see when It Is extremely
necessary to vision swiftly and surely.
This is particularly true In a fog, as
was tho case nn Sunday morning when
th Mongolia so nearly beached her-
self.

Whistling Confined Xnrlgator.
As the big transport approached the

south end of Governors Island In the
fog; the Patrol, carrying Mayor Hylan's
committee, came out of the murk and
approached very near to the trans
port. Her siren was going at a rate
utterly deafening to the otllrers of the
Mongolia. They were listening by the
.second for every toll of the bell buoys
that marked the correct channel, but
the Patrol's whistle. Joined with the
whistling from other boats, made It
Impossible to hear the bells. Just then
a tug and tow, outgoing, sheered to-

ward the Mongolia, and the big trans-
port veered from tho channel. In the
fog she got too far, nnd before her
navigating' officer hnew where he was
the transport was almost on top of
Governors Island. Only the quickest
action and the coolest decision saved
trouble.

But thli, according to Admiral
Gleaves and Capt. Morgan, is noth
ing to what might easily occur if the
Patrol and small boat fleet insist on'
crowding around transports. They
fear that one of theso days there will
ho a collision and possibly tho sinking
of a transport with great los of life.

"Surety First" the llnle.
"It is all very well," said nn officer

of Admiral Gleaves's staff with the
Admiral's approval, "for the returning
soldiers to get the whistled welcome,
but it Is mighty bad for navigation.
Now let everylody get this matter
straight. We want the Pluming sol-

diers to feel as happy as they can
possibly feel on their homerornliig.
Nothing Is too good for them. But
our miln duty Is to provldo for their
safety We don't want a few hundred
of them drowned in Now York's front
yard. We don't want crapo on 000
doorways In America Just because
small boats must whistle troops into
port. It ought to be stopped and If
therp is nny way to accomplish It It
will be stopped."

Danger of collision in fog is very real,
according to Admiral Gleaves, when
navigators can neither seo nor hear,
and In that sense the Patrol and other
boats nnd oil the whistling hullabaloo
havo simply been a nuisance and a
danger to tho offlcors rosponslble for
getting the soldlprs to land safe nnd
sound. Because ot this conviction
Capt. Godfrey Garden, Port Captain in
charge of anchorages and tho enforce-
ment of navigation laws, has taken up
tho matter with Washington with tho
entire backing of Vice-Admir-

Gleaves.

8 DEMOBILIZATION
DISTRICTS NAMED

Ready to Receive Units Re-
turning From Abroad.

Washington, Dec. CS. - Establish-
ment of the following eight major de-
mobilization districts to which men re-
turning from nbroad will bo font as
units for discharge hns been completed
by the War Department:

1. New England States and New-Yor-

2. Delaware, Pennsylvania. West
Virginia, Virginia and North Carolina
and District of Columbia.

3. Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin,
Michigan and Kentucky.

4. South Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Alabama, Tennessee nnd Mississippi,

5. Minnesota, Knnfus, Iowa, Ne-
braska and Missouri.

C. Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana
and Texas,

7. North Dakota, South Dakota,
Montana, Wyoming. Idaho, Washing-
ton and Oregon.

S. California, Nevada. I'tab, Arizona,
Colorado and New Mexico.

STORAGE EGGS WIN BY SHADE.

Chtcnifr l'llperti Vnnlilr lo tlrtrct
.Difference From "I'rrah Laid."
Ciiicaoo, Dee. 23. Dr. John Dill

Robertson, Health Comm!i.sloner of
Chicago, with twenty-fou- r Inquiring
guests, conducted an egg experiment

y.

Strictly flesh eggs nnd pgus plaied
In cold btonige last spring were served
They did not know which was which
nnd the verdict was that one tastod as
good as another, but that the storage
eggs were 'a shade darker.

B. R. T. REFERENDUM

ON HYLAN DEC1SI0M

Passengers Aro Asked if Thej
Approve Holding Offirinh

for Tunnel "Wreck.

MAYOR ISSUES WAHXI.q

Littlo White Cards Aron
Varied Sentimonts "When

Given to Brooltlynitcs.

Thousands of passengers In Brv.
lyn yesterday received from emplojtti
ot tho Brooklyn Rapid Transit Ccm.
puny neat white cards, reading:

Mayor Hylan as a committing Mje.

Istrate has held certain employees, ati
ofllclals of the undersigned comna-'.- i
In proceedings to fix criminal resw-,- ,

slbilltv UDon thorn for thn ...
occurred November 1 In the Mdlbons
street tunnel.

"Do von annrovs hl nnilnnr'
A blank Is provided for the reph-m- i

wnite anarp in nroviiipn rnr hp,t,u
an iu wiuun tuo caru says: Wo .n( .
the freest expression of your iej
J 'lease fill out and hand tT any cr,n.

ductor." It is signed "New York fnn
selldated Railroad Compp.m" uni
"Brooklyn Rapid Transit C'ompan

Crltlrlird by Mayor ilrlnn.
As soon as the distribution of t

cards had been called to his a'ten-
Mayor Hylan Issued the folic n(
statement;

"Tho attempt on the part of thi
New York Consolidated IUIIwa . a

subsidiary of the B, It. T. to pe:
of opinion from the ioih

of Brooklyn on the action of my
as a committing Magistrate .n holl-- j
certain employees nnd official of
company for criminal jipgllgi-nr- .n
wreck which occurred Novemt i

the Malbone street tunnel is th mi
brazen attempt to lay a foundation ro

an application for a change of n

tnat any corporation has ecr rr.a'ie
Iho history of New York to
with tho duo process of law

"The cards which the It r, T
Issuing for this purpose s ".' i

bo signed by tho people of .

The people of the Borough of Br.')
lyn should tako warning that th.s
an attempt on the part of the V P. it

officials and their attorneys to mtt
a change of venue, that l ' ihmsl
the place of trial to Aome v

county. This method of tran.--rfri.ti-i

criminal cases to another cir' A

the State was successfully resorted
In New York city when tho indict'
ments against the milk trust rcprei
sentatlvos were transferred to ar.oth(
county for trial on the nppl!-a'lo- n ti
John B. Stanchflcld, their attorner.

"I cannot emphasize too str TS J
that the people In whose nands thesi
cards fall should not, under env

give an exprcj!on of

their opinion."

Borne I'asaengrrs .Stirred 1 !,
Many ordinarily calm Brook' r i

got all "hct up" over th" rordJ Ore
passenger on a Pulton street car ct
up and addressed the other? or.
subject. He warned them no--

, to ks

misled Into expressing nny opt.cs
Joseph T. Grimn, repretcn""?

association composed of relatives art
friends ot those killed and irouieJ is

the wreck. Issued a warning statomer'
saying that it was tho obvio is drs.rf

of tho companies to uro ary
able comment on the companv to

tho court thst a f.tir t'.al c I

not bo had In Kings coui.n
"Tho question in the rlrcu'ar : ar-

tfully worded," said Assistant b.s .''
Attorney Herbert N. Wnrba" f1

is designed to get Just what t ' a-

The qticst.on does not perm : rr
to express an opinion fiu-- h as
man might be failed upon 11 e T if

he wero called into thp '
Warbasse ran- - tho possihf - ?

other serious situation anur c as ' 'p

suit of the move. Jin dcc'.arei "u'
any positive opinion gncn c.i ' ''
by a citizen who was afterwiru . el

ns a tales-ma- might be us"l ' ' "
he was disqualified to rm" e" 1

partial verdict. Kven Tf on' t

percentagp of cards nro fille.i c' i1"' '

use In this connection migh ' '
hinder pfforts to draw a

Six officials and emplo'-e-- '
companies were Indicted bv the y

on Friday for mans!augV" "r'
list Includes Timothy I W "'a- -'

president, nnd John J. Hemp- - '

president and general mana.r- -

It is understood that nut p. '
ten, per cent, of the i.nas '"

turned with nuy exprcsh n ( f '":l

GREGORY ADVISES WILSON.

President May Comldrr Hills r"
Pars Afler They Uonch

WARiii.vcTor. Dec. 3 -- A't !'
Gi neral Gregory has civen I '" r.t

Wilson an opinion that t'ie pco'.
ten days which tho constltutlt :i f '"
him to sign or veto bills or ie. !

passed by Congress ilnn nrt
run until tho engroti-- ep- -

lntlon actually is pliu-e- in h h

All measures J'ent "" '
' 'House since the President m

Europe have been taken ' "

State Department messengef. t

ling by tho fastest ste.it--- -.

this way it was jilannd t -
President two ur three il;n ' " ''

to net upon legislation a'id ti"'
White Houso by cab e or !'- -

' "

what ho had done. I'n lrr
opinion he 1,n

time for consideration v '

if he wore at the White H

So far the executive ofllo " ' '

been ndviHed that &t "'
measures forwarded to Par r
signed.

SEAMEN'S ACT IS UPHF1P

I.n Folleltc Mrnanrr l.tml'ed onir

In Case of Furrlisn
Washington, Dec. 23.-- - l - '

terpretatlon of the La r"i
men's act tho Supreme O ''
constitutional y the
ulatlng the payment of w ei'

men but limiting Us Pi 11 "'
foreign ve.xi.clx onl whiV t

American waters
t'nder th" net seiimc

' ' 'rieeiip upon demand
ter the vnjnge bus f" '

half of the wages enrnci
time, tho musters rc'usui t

serving to release tlum f. f'


